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+ information

First of three articles

i By Ross Gelbspan
, Globe Staff .

3 . The Reagan Admxmstrauon. whﬂe deny-
g it is pursuing any formal policy, has

; moved systematically over the last three :

| years to restrict or cut off access to a wide

i range of traditionally public information.

x classified -scientific ‘papers to- information
:-about the operation of government agencies '

. ists, government contractors, unions and

The restrictions, unprecedented in

| Peacetime, cover material ranging from un-

; to the wrmngsof senlor officials. -
" As a result, a growing number of bu-

reaucrats scientists, historians, journal- -

" public interest groups are running into
;. newly crected barriers to gatherlng and dis-
; seminaiing information.' . -
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" The Administration. jusﬁﬂs many of its
' specific actions on national security
- grounds. It claims that the nation's security
- depends on stemming leaks of classified in-
: formation and cutting down on the flow of
i technological and sclent!ﬂc lnformation to
_'the Soviet Union. :
But many people affected by the new re-

. strictions charge the Administration's ac-

; tions threaten  academic freedom, violate .

constitutional guarantees of free speech
.ard freedom from _self-incrimiriation and

_create an atmosphere of fear and intimida-

. tion among scholars, scientists and bumu-
_crats.

Some fear that ultimately the Adminis- '

‘tration’s restrictions on information may
impair the ability of society to engage in in-

formed, timely debate about critical public :

policy questions.
Virtually all the restrictions have been

. accomplished by the executive branch ~ the
. White House, the Justice Department, the
: Pentagon and the National Security Council

- without the approval of Congress They

-include:

. lmposlng
threat of random lie detector tests on about
130,000 bumucrats and govemment con-
tractors; = °
‘" @ Rewriting the rules governing classi-
fication of documents to permit more infor-
mation to be kept secret;

. @ Permitting agencies-to avoid scrutiny
by obstructing the flow of previously avail-
able information under the F‘reedom of In-
formation Act; )
“ @ Attempting, on at least nine occa-
sions, to suppress publication or presenta-
tion of unclassified scientific papers;

ing lifetime censorship and the '
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- ® Requesting university offlclals to con-
duct covert surveillance of foreign visitors
and to limit their activities. )

£ No White House or cabinet-level official
Ras responded to charges that the Admin-
istration iIs pursulng a consclous policy of

secrecy.
~— Several members of Congress, in.fact,
ve criticized the Administration for not
providing. such high-level policy makers as
er National Security Adviser William
*lark or.Attorney General William French

Fsmith to dxscuss ‘Ragan s -information
.policies
{,“:» ‘White House oﬁiclals mcluding presi-

'!dential adviser Edwin :‘Meese Il and White

se communications director David Ger-
“declined repeated requests for inter-
*wiews on the subject White House counsel

gor Robert’ MacFarlane did not return tele-
phone calls. =
a vThrough spokesmen in the Justice

flon has generally defended its actions on
Sthe ground that it meeds to stop leaks of
selassified information. Defense and intelli-

tgence ‘officials .also cite a need to clamp
Bown on the flow ‘of mﬂltarﬂy va]uabie ‘

technology to the Soviet Union:~
} The restrictions on | the Freedom Of In-
formation Act -(FOIA), “officials claim. are

néeded to counter a perception among for-'

eign governments and informants in
criminal investigations that "the govern
ment cannot protect.. conﬁdentxal mforma-
tien. v

+ But opponents charge the Administra-
tign has produced no evidence that disclo:
syures under FOIA or leaks of sensitive in-
formation by bureaucrats have endan-
gered ‘the national ‘security or compro-
mised criminal investigations.

LOn four occasions, congressmen havc |

‘Fielding and National Security Direc-

t. and other agencies, the Administra-"

scheduled closed meetings with one such !

official to see evidence of threats to nation-
al security being| used to justify some of the

"Administration’s actions.. To date, the -

meetings have not taken place - either. be-
cause of scheduling problems or disputes
over ground rules. -

1""One of the most distrossmg aspects of
“these information restrictions is the fatlure

of i !thc Reagan Administration to. offer a-

credible justification for the new policies,”
sald Congressional critic. Rep ‘Glenn Eng—
- lish {(D-Okla.} A

CONTINUER

STAT

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/02/17 : CIA-RDP91-00561R000100020152-1




